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Questions and Answers

Is there any difference between the qualification nowadays and 5-10 years ago?

Answer: The qualifications are still accredited at the same levels as before. The standard and
durations of repertoire are unchanged, but there are some changes to the assessment criteria and

the programme notes.

Is there any sample or standard format for programme notes?

Answer: Yes, an A5 booklet, as set out in syllabus or this article

https://resources.trinitycollege.com/performance-diplomas/programme-notes-for-ftcl

Is it possible to self-learning after grade 8 pass to take the exams?

Answer: Itisrecognized that the amount of time needed to commit to a qualification will be
dependent on each individual’s level of experience (page 5 of syllabus). In many ways, at diploma
level, a student is learning to become their own teacher — increased practice time and focused
practicing is required compared with grades. It is entirely possible to enter for a diploma exam
through self-study and use of online and written resources. That having been said, a teacher can

provide guidance, expertise and feedback to help a student structure their learning.

Are programme notes still required in APR-MAY 2019 session?

Answer: Detailed written programme is still required in APR-MAY 2019 session.

How does trinity accommodate for dyslexic students in theory exam?

Answer: Candidate can request special arrangement for extra exam time by providing evidence.
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Is it necessary to play from memory? Will I get a higher mark if I do so?

Answer: Syllabus: Please note that candidates are not required to perform from memory at any
level, and no additional marks are given for this. However, candidates are encouraged to play all or

part of their programme from memory if they feel that it will enhance their performance.

Singing: Although there is no requirement to perform from memory in Trinity’s diplomas, singers
are advised to perform their programme from memory as would be expected in a public recital,

except when performing oratorio items and complex contemporary scores.

Any dress code for the exam?

Answer: Dress should be suitable for a public recital. Jeans and trainers are not considered

appropriate dress.

What are the criteria in choosing songs for pupils?

Answer: Dr. Karl Lo's suggestions: depends on the physical stature of the candidate i.e. number of

chords he/she can covers and the personality of the candidate

Shall we bow between songs?

Answer: You should acknowledge the examiner as your audience when taking the stage at the
start of the performance and again when you performance has finished. Bowing may be appropriate

in a larger space but nod would be more appropriate in a smaller exam venue.

By providing the original scores, can I use Ipad or other electronic devices for easy page turning?

Answer: Yes, by providing the original scores, if there is absent of page turner, candidate can use

Ipad for easy page turning but make sure no sounds will be emitted during the exam
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. CanI use photocopies during the exam for easy page turning?

Answer: Yes, by providing the original scores, photocopies are allowed but it must be returned to

the examiner after the exam

For LTCL & FTCL Recital, as the pieces are longer, do the students need to do all the repeats (like

sonata movements, variations)?

Answer: According to the syllabus (P.14) : Repeats of the exposition/recapitulation sections and
other long repeats, as well as those within variations, should not be played. If the examiner feels
that the overall performing time of the recital has been compromised, for instance by the inclusion
of repeats in other areas that are not justified musically, the exam may be referred and/or

invalidated.

For the recital timing, is there a minimum timing for the actual performance?

Answer: The actual recital timings are listed in the syllabus. Recital timings which fall less than 2
minutes of the minimum duration stipulated will result in a mark deduction, and in extreme cases,

disqualification.

How to arrange my repertoire in the best way?

Answer: Dr. Karl Lo.'s suggestions - play the longest repertoire first - some variation in song choice

- get to know more about the song writer/song's background, improve in technical and style




